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The Union Latin AmericaRregion in 2014:

FROM EVIDENCE TO PUBLIC HEALTH ACTION
For nearly 100 years, The Union has drawn from
the best scientific evidence and the expertise,
experience and global reach of our staff,
consultants and members to advance solutions

to the most pressing public health challenges
affecting people living in poverty around the world.
Know. Share. Act.

KNOW

Q Union MDR-TB experts Jose Caminero and
Ignacio Monedero, who work widely in Latin
America, published “Common errors in
multidrug-resistant tuberculosis management”
in Expert Review of Respiratory Medicine
(2014; 8:15-23).

SHARE

Q Brazil published a decree banning smoking in
enclosed places and prohibiting advertising
of tobacco products, with technical and legal
assistance from The Union.

Q Over 150 specialists in Latin America attended
Union courses on TB, MDR-TB and HIV-TB.

Q The Union and the Pan-American Health
Organisation (PAHO) led technical assistance
and monitoring and evaluation visits for the
expansion of programmatic management
of MDR-TB in Brazil, Ecuador, Colombia,
Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Paraguay and Peru.

Q The Union continued work with the Ministry
of Health, the Ministry of Education and two
congressional committees in Peru to create
and advocate for national preventative
policies that would regulate Electronic
Nicotine Delivery Systems (electronic
cigarettes).

Q Chile expanded its smokefree policy for
healthcare facilities and prepared for stricter
tobacco control policies at the instigation of
the Ministry of Health, with support from
The Union.

Q The 17" Conference of The Union Latin
America Region, held in Peru in conjunction
with the Congreso Nacional de Neumologia,
gathered close to 250 delegates from across
the region to discuss an “Integrated approach
to TB, social determinants and comorbidity”.

ACT

Q Chile celebrated World No Tobacco Day with
public awareness events and a celebratory
launch of the second edition of The Union
guide ‘Assessing Compliance with Smoke-
Free Laws'.
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URUGUAY :

A LEADER IN TOBACCO CONTROL IN THE REGION

Uruguay has introduced stringent new bans on all forms of tobacco advertising, promotion
and sponsorship (TAPS), including point-of-sale cigarette displays. By taking this tough
stance on the ruthless marketing strategies employed by the tobacco industry, Uruguay
is fast becoming a leader in tobacco control in the region. Uruguay’s previous legislation
already restricted advertising and promotion of tobacco products at the point-of-sale, but
these more comprehensive laws are vital, as evidence shows that tobacco industry mar-
keters simply restructure their promotional strategies to maximise the channels left open
to them.

The Union collaborated with the Ministry of Health throughout its e orts to carry out this
most recent legal reform, and the partnership will continue under a new Bloomberg Initia-
tive grant. Its objectives will be to provide technical assistance to government stakehold-
ers to pursue and protect tobacco control legislation; to document the impact and
achievements to inform the
development of a ve-year
sustainability plan; and to
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